Proposed ordinance seeks to cull livestock from city limits
Pot-bellied pig problem prompts codes director to suggest change
By ERIC SNYDER 
The Leaf-Chronicle 
	Pigs, ducks, horses and more could soon have fewer homes inside city limits. 

During its executive session Thursday, Clarksville City Council discussed an ordinance prohibiting "keeping livestock, farm animals, domestic fowl, bees and other similar species" on most property inside city limits. 

Those critters would be welcome only on lots at least 10 acres large and zoned a category that permits livestock. 

Sheep, goats, chickens, geese, turkeys, rabbits pheasants and "exotic animals" also would be prohibited if "raised and/or maintained in confinement." 

Building and Codes Director Jim Pillow brought the ordinance to the building and codes committee this month after an incident with a pot-bellied pig, Ward 12 Councilman Wayne Harrison said. 

Pillow was on vacation Thursday and could not be reached for comment. 

Harrison said the pig was causing damage to neighboring properties, though he could not recall in what neighborhood. Pillow found he could do little about the situation, however, because the city's previous livestock ordinance was repealed in September 2005. 

The council voted at that time to allow Montgomery County Animal Control to enforce the county's provisions — which did not prohibit livestock — inside city limits. 

Bridget Papastathis, supervisor of Building and Codes' Enforcement Division, said before Thursday's meeting that the previous ordinance was vague. 

"It didn't go into a whole lot of description and detail," Papastathis said. 

In drafting the new ordinance, Papastathis relied on experience when deciding which animals to restrict. 

For example, Papastathis said "we've gotten numerous complaints for people having beehives on their property." 

Papastathis did not know if the ordinance would apply to those who already keep livestock on their properties. 

Acting Chief of Staff Jim Durrett, speaking at the meeting, believed the ordinance would apply to all properties, not just those that don't already contain livestock. 

"We're going to have a problem with this," Ward 5 Councilman Marc Harris said. "I'm aware of a couple goats floating around (on lots) under five acres." 

In other action, the council briefly discussed a situation in North Park Subdivision, in which the homeowner's association has disbanded, forcing the city to mow and maintain several of the subdivision's "pocket parks." 

Durrett said the city has spent $1,500 in the last year mowing the properties. 

A plan of action was not proposed Thursday, as Durrett said they continue to learn more about the situation daily. 

"What we may have to do is place a lien on every piece of property in that development," Durrett said. 

The council will meet in its voting session next Thursday at 7 p.m. 
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